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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  LUTHER  LEAGUE  OF 
THE  UNITED  EVANGELICAL   LUTH- 
ERAN SYNOD  OF  NORTH 
CAROLINA 


PREAMBLE 


We,  the  members  and  representatives  of  the 
Luther  League  of  the  United  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod  of  North  Carolina,  in  Convention  assembled, 
adopt  the  following  Constitution. 

ARTICLE   I.— Name 

The  name  of  the  organization  under  this  Consti- 
tution shall  be:  "The  Luther  League  of  the  United 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  North  Carolina." 

ARTICLE  II.— Principles  of  Organization. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  of  the  Luther  League  of  America,  this 
League  recognizes  the  following  relations: 

1.  It  shall  be  an  auxiliary  of  the  Synod. 

2.  It  shall  be  an  integral  part  of  the  Luther 
League  of  America. 

ARTICLE    III.— Objects. 

The  objects  of  this  League  shall  be  to  encour- 
age the  formation  of  Luther  Leagues  in  all  con- 
gregations of  the  United  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod  of  North  Carolina,  thereby  stimulating  Chris- 
tian activity  and  fostering  the  spirit  of  loyalty 
to  the  church  through  Education,  Missions,  and  Life 
Service 

1.     Education:  By  promoting  Bible  Study,  De- 
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votional     Meetings,     Discussion     Groups,     Reading 
Courses,  and  League  Literature. 

2.  Missions:  By  encouraging  the  specific  study 
of  Missions,  and  promoting  definite  missionary  ser- 
vice. 

3.  Life  Service:  By  directing  the  thought 
of  the  young  people  to  the  service  of  the  Church, 
both  as  a  vocation  and  an  avocation. 

ARTICLE   IV— Members 

Section  1.  All  Luther  Leagues  and  Young  Peo- 
ple's Socities  of  whatever  name  connected  with  a 
congregation  or  institution  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  in  the  North  Carolina  Synod  and 
all  District  organizations  whose  membership  shall 
have  been  recommended  by  the  Executive  Committee 
are  entitiled  to  Active  Membership. 

Section  2.  Any  Lutheran  Young  People's  So- 
ciety connected  with  a  Lutheran  congregation  or  in- 
stitution not  affiliated  with  the  North  Carolina 
Synod  shall  be  eligible  to  all  privileges  with  the 
exception  of  holding  offices,  or  membership  on  the 
Executive    Committee. 

ARTICLE  V— Representation 

Section  1.  Each  District  League  shall  be  en- 
titled to  a  representation  of  one  delegate,  and  each 
local  society  to  a  representation  of  one  delegate. 

Section  2. — Absent  delegates  may  be  repre- 
sented by  duly  accredited  alternates. 

Section  3.  All  pastors  not  elected  as  delegates, 
but  whose  societies  are  members  of  this  League, 
shall  have  all  the  privileges  of  delegates,  except 
voting  and  holding  office.  They  may  serve  on  com- 
mittees. 

Section  4.  The  officers  and  all  members  of 
standing  committees  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of 
each   convention  held   during  their   term   of   office. 

ARTICLE  VI— Meetings 

Section  1.     This  League  shall  hold  one  conven- 


tion  each  year,  consisting  of  as  many  sessions 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  at  a  time  and  place 
selected  by  the  Convention  or  designated  by  the 
Executive  Committee.  One  month's  notice  of  such 
convention  shall  be  given  to  all  members. 

Section  2.  A  special  convention  may  be  called 
by  the  President  upon  the  request  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  No  business  except  that  specified  in 
the  call  shall  be  transacted.  Notice  of  such  con- 
vention shall  be  given  two  weeks   in  advance. 

ARTICLES  VII.— Officers 

Section  1.  The  elective  officers  of  this  League 
shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a  Recording 
Secretary,  a  Statistical  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and 
an  Archivist,  to  be  elected  at  the  annual  convention. 

Section  2.  The  President  shall  preside  over  all 
meetings  of  the  League  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  and  supervise  the  work  of  the  League. 
He  shall  submit  to  the  Convention  a  written  re- 
port of  all  his  official  acts,  along  with  other  in- 
formation and  recommendations  that  he  may  deem 
important 

Section  3.  The  Vice-President,  in  the  absence 
of  the  President,  shall  preside.  He  shall  co-operate 
with  the  President  in  promoting  the  work  of  the 
League. 

Section  4.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  give 
notice  of  the  Synodical  Convention  and  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  meetings,  and  keep  a  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  each.  Under  the  direction  of  the 
President  he  shall  prepare  the  minutes  of  the  Con- 
vention for  publication. 

Section  5.  The  Statistical  Secretary  shall  col- 
lect all  statistics  of  the  Luther  League,  reporting 
annually  to  the  Convention  and  to  the  General  Sec- 
retary of  the  Luther  League  of  America.  He  shall 
be  a  member  of  the  Efficiency  Standard  Committee. 

Section  6.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and 
acknowledge  all  dues,  pledges,  and  donations  made 
to  the  League,  and  pay  all  appropriations  and  or- 


d^rs  of  the  League  as  approved  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  ordered  by  the  President.  He  shall 
have  conies  of  his  report  printed  and  distributed 
to  the  delegates  on  the  floor  of  the  Convention. 

Section  7.  The  Archivist  shall  keep  a  complete 
file  of  all  Convention  Minutes  and  programs  and 
such  other  documents  as  may  be  deemed  important. 
These  shall  be  kept  in  a  depository  designated  by 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  8.  The  officers  shall  assume  office 
immediately  following  the  Convention  at  which  they 
are  elected  with  the  exception  of  the  Treasurer, 
who  shall  finish  up  the  year's  work  and  turn  over 
the  books  within  a  month  after  the  Convention. 

Section  9.  No  officer  shall  be  eligible  for  more 
than  one  re-election  except  the  Statistical  Secretary 
and  the  Treasurer. 

Section  10.  Vacancies  in  any  of  the  offices 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  VIIL— Departmental  Secretaries 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  Student,  Missionary, 
Educational,  Life  Service,  and  Intermediate  Secre- 
taries who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  work  in  co-operation  with  general,  dis- 
trict and   local  secretaries   of  the   Department. 

Section  2.  The  Student  Secretary  shall  visit 
the  Lutheran  educational  institutions  of  the  Synod, 
and  present  the  cause  of  Christian  Service.  He 
shall  keep  in  touch  with  all  prospective  students 
for  the  ministry,  diaconate,  and  other  forms  of 
missionary   life   work. 

Section  3.  The  Missionary  Secretary  shall  fur- 
ther the  use  of  Missionary  literature,  encouraging 
and  promoting  Mission  Study  Classes  and  Mission- 
ary Programs. 

Section  4.  The  Educational  Secretary  shall  pro- 
mote the  Devotional  Meetings  by  encouraging  better 
use  of  Luther  League  Literature  and  Reading 
Courses.  He  shall  encourage  attendance  at  Church 
services  and  Bible  School  in  addition  to  Daily  Bible 
Reading  and  Bible   Study.     He   shall  conduct  cam- 


paigns  for  subscriptions  to  The  Lutheran  and  The 
Luther  League  Review,  thus  stimulating  the  reading 
of  good  literature. 

Section  5.  The  Life  Service  Secretary  shall 
promote  the  observance  of  Life  Service  Day  and  the 
rendering  of  Life  Service  Programs.  He  shall  keep 
the  Life  Service  Flag  of  the  Synodical  League  up 
to  date.  He  shall  make  a  record  of  and  keep  in 
touch  with  all  prospective  students  for  the  ministry, 
diaconate,  and  all  forms  of  missionary  work. 

Section  6.  The  Intermediate  Secretary  shall 
further  the  organization  of  Intermediate  Leagues 
in  the  Synodical  League  and  render  assistance 
in  all  possible  ways  to  those  already  organized.  He 
shall  also  be  in  charge  of  the  Junior  Leagues  or- 
ganized. 

ARTICLE    IX— Gommittees 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  the  following  stand- 
ing committees,  consisting  of  not  less  than  three 
members  appointed  by  the  President  for  a  term  of 
one  year,  except  as  otherwise  provided,  namely, 
Executive,  Extension,  Publicity,  Summer  School, 
Luther  League  Camp,  and  Efficiency  Standard. 

Section  2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  con- 
sist of  the  officers,  departmental  secretaries  and 
chairmen  of  standing  committees,  a  representative 
from  the  United  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  a  representative  from  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  United  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran Synod  of  North  Carolina,  and  two  League 
members  who  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of  two 
years,  the  terms  so  arranged  that  one  member  shall 
be  elected  each  year.  This  Committee  shall  trans- 
act all  business  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  this 
League  during  the  interval  between  Conventions, 
shall  supervise  and  provide  effective  agencies  for 
the  collection  and  expending  of  funds,  shall  deter- 
mine the  time  and  place  of  the  Convention  when 
not  otherwise  provided  for  and  arrange  a  program 
for  the  Convention.  The  meetings  of  this  Commit- 
tee shall  be  held  at  the  call  of  the  President. 


Section  3.  The  Extension  Committee  shall  con- 
sist of  at  least  five  members,  one  from  each  district, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  by  personal  effort  to  promote 
extension  by  organizing  and  re-organizing  Leagues 
throughout  the  Synod.  ..This  Committee  shall  co- 
operate with  the  Field  Secretary  at  any  time  that 
a  Secretary  shall  be  deemed  necessary. 

Section  4.  The  Publicity  Committee  shall  con- 
sist of  three  members,  with  the  editor  of  the  Luther 
League  Page  of  the  North  Carolina  Lutheran  as 
chairman.  This  Committee  shall  furnish  to  The 
Luther  League  Review  advance  notices  and  write 
-ups  of  Conventions,  public  meetings,  and  other 
items  of  general  interest.  It  may  secure  publicity 
in  The  Lutheran  and  in  the  prominent  secular  papers 
in  the  territory. 

Section  5.  The  Summer  School  Committee 
shall  direct  the  Luther  League  activities  of  the 
Summer  School  for  Church  Workers  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Svnod  wnen 
that  Committee  shall  ask  for  such  a  member. 

Section  6.  The  Luther  League  Camp  Commit- 
tee shall  consist  of  three  members  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  direct  the  Boys'. Work  and  Luther  League 
Camp  Work  in  the  Synod.  They  shall  work  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Executive  Committee  and 
shall  co-operate  with  the  President  of  Synod  at  all 
times. 

Section  7.  The  Efficiency  Standard  Committee 
shall  consist  of  three  members  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  create  interest  in  the  Efficiency  Standards 
and  to  distribute  copies  of  the  respective  Junior, 
Intermediate,  and  Senior  Standards  to  the  local 
Leagues. 

Section  8.  All  standing  committees  shall  pre- 
sent written  reports  to  the  annual  Convention. 

Section  9.  Any  member  of  a  Society  connect- 
ed with  this  Synodical  League  may  be  appointed  a 
member  of  a  standing  committee. 

Section  10.  Prior' to  the  Convention  the  Presi- 
dent shall  appoint  the  following  committees: 

a.     A    Nominating    Committee,    whose    duty    it 


shall  be  to  present  to  the  Convention  the  names  of 
fewq  suitah'e  persons  as  candidates  for  each  office, 
allowing  the  Convention  to  nominate  one. 

b.  A  Credentials  Committee,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  receive  the  credentials  and  make  up  the 
roll  for  the  Convention. 

c.  A  New  Work  Committee,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  t-o  prepare  a  tentative  budget  for  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Synodical 
League  shall  be  a  member  of  this  Committee. 

Section  11.  The  President  may  appoint  special 
committees  when  necessary  and  he  shall,  ex-officio, 
be  a  member  of  each  standing  committee. 

ARTICLE   X— District   Leagues 

Section  1.  District  Leagues  shall  be  organized 
to  operate  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Synodical  League. 

Section  2.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice-President,  a  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  any 
others  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  The  Presidents 
shall  be  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  mak- 
ing reports  to  the  Executive  Committee  and  Con- 
vention. 

Section  3.  The  purpose  of  the  District  League 
Conventions  shall  be  informational,  inspirational  and 
educational. 

Section  4.  At  least  one  convention  of  each 
District  League  shall  be  held  annually. 

ARTICLE  XL— Quorum 

Section  1.  A  representation  of  one-third  of  the 
local  Leagues  is  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  XII— Dues 

Section  1.  The  dues  of  this  League  shall  be 
on  a  pledge  basis.  The  Synodical  Treasurer  shall 
divide  the  approximate  annual  expense  of  the  State 
League  by  the  Senior  membership  and  send  the  re- 
sults to  each  League,  endeavoring  to  secure  a  pledge 


of  at  least  that  amount  from  each  local  League. 
The  State  Treasurer  shall  send  statements  quarterly 
(Nov.  1,  Feb.  1,  May  1,  Aug.  1)  to  the  treasurers 
of  the  local  Leagues  notifying  them  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  quarter  and  the  amount  due  on  their 
pledges. 

Section  2.  The  treasurers  of  the  local  leagues 
shall  remit  quarterly  (Nov.  15,  Feb.  15,  May  15, 
Aug.  15)  to  the  Synodical  Treasurer. 

Section  3.  The  Synodical  Treasurer  shall  re- 
mit dues  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Luther  League  of 
America  quarterly. 

AMENDMENTS 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  at  any 
Convention  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present  and  voting;  provided  that  due  notice  of  the 
amendment  proposed  shall  have  been  given  to  each 
local  League  at  least  one  month  preceding  the  Con- 
vention. 

BY-LAWS. 

1.  The  local  Luther  Leagues  shall  elect  offi- 
cers one  month  before  the  annual  Convention  and 
report  to  the  President  and  Statistical  Secretary  of 
the  Synodical  League  immediately. 

2.  Constitutions  of  Local  Leagues  shall  con- 
form, as  far  as  local  conditions  will  permit,  to  the 
uniform  model  constitution  for  local  leagues  fur- 
nished by  the  Synodical  League. 

3.  Should  a  vacancy  occur  in  the  offices,  the 
Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  it. 

4.  Officers  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
Convention. 

5.  Mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  to  regular  meetings  of  the  Committee 
shall  be  paid  by  the  League. 

6.  When  deemed  necessary  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee shall  appoint    a  Field  Secretary. 

7.  Delegates  to  the  Biennial  Convention  of  the 
Luther  League  of  America  shall  be  elected  on  the 

8 


last  day  of  the  Convention  before  the  Biennial  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  officers,  from  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  the  Nominating  Committee. 

8.  Fraternal  delegates  to  Synod  and  neighbor- 
ing State  Conventions  shall  be  elected  on  the  last  day 
of  the  Convention  following  the  election  of  officers. 

9.  That  the  President  have  suitable  credential 
cards  printed  and  sent  to  each  local  League  at  least 
one  month  prior  to  the   Synodical   Convention. 

AMENDMENTS 

The  By-Laws  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds 
vote;  provided  the  proposed  amendment  shall  have 
been  given  on  the  preceding  day. 


